[bookmark: _i968dc9sizkn]KEY: Eyes on the Water: Boating with Whales Participant Handout
[bookmark: _m4u6hbh211kq]DIRECTIONS: As you watch the presentation, fill in the missing words in the sentences below. Use the Word Bank to help you find the answers. As you use each word, cross it off in the Word Bank so you don't use it twice. Good luck!

	vessel strikes (13)
	Entanglement (19)
	North Atlantic right whale (NARW) (4)
	safety (39)

	dorsal fin (5)
	marine mammals (11)
	feeding (7)
	1,500 feet (26)

	sailboats (18)
	reel (24)
	trap (32)
	entangled (20)

	neutral (30)
	Harassment (25)
	bait (12)
	Seabirds (9)

	conservation (40)
	bubbles (8)
	calves (35)
	escape (16)

	Whale Alert app (38)
	immobile (15)
	Humpback (1)
	fin (2)

	100 feet (27)
	breaching (29)
	All (17)
	stranded (36)

	Minke (3)
	spout (6)
	150 feet (28)
	Coast Guard (37)

	gear (23)
	10 minutes (10)
	surface (14)
	rear (33)

	infection (21)
	alert (31)
	stress (34)
	monofilament (22)


[bookmark: _k8ims3cx4r4a]

[bookmark: _z92rno78vfdh]KEY - Eyes on the Water Participant Worksheet
[bookmark: _bgr3kufc5cso]WHALE IDENTIFICATION
1. A humpback whale's head has distinctive knobs on its snout that help identify it.
2. The fin whale has an asymmetrical jaw coloration, with the right side being lighter than the left.
3. Minke whales are the smallest baleen whales and have a distinctive white band on their flippers.
4. The North Atlantic right whale is the most critically endangered whale species in New York's waters, with fewer than 400 left globally.
5. Unlike most other whales, the North Atlantic right whale has no dorsal fin, making it harder to spot.
[bookmark: _283fqsg5qbau]SIGNS OF WHALE PRESENCE
6. One of the most visible signs of a whale is its spout, which shoots water vapor high into the air.
7. When whales are feeding on small fish, you might see them lunging or creating splashes at the surface.
8. Humpback whales sometimes create bubbles while feeding, which indicate that one or more whales are about to surface.
9. Seabirds often feed together with whales on the same bait fish schools.
10. Whales can stay underwater for more than 10 minutes, so they may surface suddenly and unexpectedly.
11. If you see a cluster of boats in one area, it may suggest that marine mammals are in the vicinity.
12. The presence of bait schools, especially when they display nervous behavior, often suggests whales are nearby.

[bookmark: _pg0oynk9yd2q]THE DANGER OF VESSEL STRIKES
13. Boats and whales are increasingly sharing the same waters and as a result, vessel strikes have increased.
14. The North Atlantic right whale is especially at risk because there are so few of them and they spend much time at or just below the surface.
15. When whales are resting, they become relatively immobile and cannot move away from your vessel quickly.
16. A feeding whale can have up to 5,000 gallons of water in its throat—that's 40,000 pounds—so it physically cannot readjust its course, even if it wants to escape.
17. All vessels pose a serious risk to whales, regardless of their size.
18. Think your small recreational boat is too small to be a problem? Even sailboats can injure or kill a whale.
[bookmark: _ucpim2mto004]ENTANGLEMENT RISKS & SAFE OPERATIONS AROUND WHALES
19. Entanglement is one of the leading causes of harm and death to whales in our waters.
20. 85% of all North Atlantic right whales have scars showing they’ve been entangled at least once in their lives.
21. Consequences of entanglement include exhaustion, infection, starvation, restricted movement, drowning, and increased risk of vessel strikes.
22. Modern monofilament and braided fishing lines are much stronger than older gear, making them more dangerous to marine life.
23. Do not leave gear in the water when whales are close to your vessel.
24. When a whale gets close, you should immediately reel in your fishing lines.
[bookmark: _dczunxg456mp]LEGAL REQUIREMENTS & SAFE DISTANCES
25. Harassment of marine mammals is prohibited by federal law and can result in significant fines. You and your crew should not be engaging in anything that changes a whale’s normal behavior.
26. The legal minimum distance you must maintain from a North Atlantic right whale is 1,500 feet.
27. Federal guidance recommends maintaining at least 100 feet from most other whale species, but for some waters is 300 feet, which is safer for whales, vessels and crew.
28. You must stay at least 150 feet away from seals, dolphins, and sea turtles.
29. A breaching whale can easily sink your boat and seriously injure crew, so give extra room to whales that are active on the surface.
[bookmark: _2jkjlh8ib27e]BEST BOATING PRACTICES
30. When whales might be nearby, put your engine in neutral to avoid accidental harm.
31. Keep your crew alert and assign designated lookouts to help watch for whales and other potential navigational hazards.
32. Do not chase, pursue, or trap marine mammals between your boat and the shore.
33. When operating near whales, steer parallel to or toward the rear of the animal.
34. Spend no more than 30 minutes observing a particular group of whales, and do not approach if other vessels are nearby because multiple boats increase stress.
35. Never separate calves from their mothers, and stay far away when young whales are present.
[bookmark: _2d4scfikzz4x]REPORTING & RESOURCES
36. If you encounter entangled, injured, or stranded whales, report the sighting immediately.
37. You should make three calls to report whale distress: the U.S. Coast Guard, (VHF Channel 16), the Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Stranding hotline and NOAA's Stranding hotline.
38. Before heading out on the water, download the Whale Alert app on your phone for relatively real-time whale information and safety recommendations.
39.When out on the water, always remember: safety comes first!
40. By being a whale-wise boater, you're not just protecting yourself, your crew, your boat and whales—you're ensuring conservation for future generations

