
Eyes on the Water: Boating with Whales Knowledge Quiz

1. You spot a large, dark whale near the surface with white/grey bumps on its head, no dorsal fin, and a distinctive V-shaped spout. What species is this most likely to be?

A. Humpback whale

B. Minke whale

C. North Atlantic right whale

D. Fin whale

2. While cruising through the ocean, you notice diving seabirds and clouds of bubbles rising in the water. Whales have not been reported in the surrounding areas. What should you do next?

A. Speed up to get a closer look at the action.

B. Cruise directly through the bubbles.

C. Drop your fishing gear where the fish are concentrated.

D. Slow down, stay clear of bubbles and birds and maintain vigilant lookout before 
resuming course.

3. You’re piloting a 20-foot recreational fishing boat when a whale surfaces unexpectedly 50 feet ahead. What is the best immediate action?

A. Continue at your current speed and steer behind the whale.

B. Shift to neutral and keep visual contact until the whale moves at least 100 
feet away while also being alert for a possible second whale.

C. Accelerate quickly to move at least 100 feet away.

D. Sound your horn to scare it off.

4. What is the best way responsible captains and crew can tell if whales may be in nearby waters?

A. Watch out for the 7 “B’s”: Boats, Bait, Birds, Buddies, Blows, Backs, and 
Bubbles.

B. Obtain confirmation in person at a local bait and tackle shop.

C. Checking in on the website of the U.S. Coast Guard.

D. Turning off the vessel’s motor and waiting for the marine radar to track 
whale body heat.

5. A mother and baby whale appear 200 feet off your stern, and seem to be approaching your boat. Which would be the safest course of action for you and the whales?

A. Contact other captains on your VHF radio and enlist their help encircling the 
pair of whales to keep them safe.

B. Honk your horn loudly to let the mother whale know where her baby is.

C. Put your engine in gear and quickly drive past them, so they won’t notice you.

D. Ensure that you do not separate the mother from her calf, and remain in 
neutral if they approach within 100 feet.

6. You’re fishing among schools of bait with your engine in neutral. You notice a feeding whale approaching the boat. What’s your best course of action?

A. Cast into the feeding area before other boats arrive.

B. Power through the area to get around quickly.

C. Stop fishing, reel in lines, and keep a safe distance.

D. Drop new lines in case the whales drive more fish your way.

7. Your vessel is underway when a crew member alerts you that they may have seen a whale spout roughly 500 feet off your starboard bow, but you did not see it. What is the safest response?

A. Maintain speed and course.

B. Blast your horn.

C. Turn abruptly.

D. Slow down, be alert, assure your path is clear before resuming course and speed.

8. You are fishing for striped bass in a large school of bait, and you see some fish splashing and birds flying near the surface a half mile away. Which behavior is NOT appropriate?

A. Keep fishing where you are.

B. Pull lines in and cautiously maneuver to where the birds are located.

C. Slowly troll over to where the birds are located.

D. Travel at full speed to arrive at the location before other boaters.

9. You’re cruising about a mile from the shore, and you spot a whale entangled in what looks like rope. What should you do? 

A. Feed the whale to ensure survival

B. While on site, from a safe distance, report the sighting to the US Coast 
Guard via VHF with additional calls to the proper state and federal (NOAA) 
hotlines for stranded marine animals

C. Pull up alongside and carefully try to cut the whale free.

D. Cruise alongside the whale until help arrives.

10. You’re fishing with friends when you spot a whale. One friend says, "It's a good thing whales are so big so we can't hurt them with our fishing line!" What would be the best response?

A. “You're right; whales are massive and strong enough to break through any 
fishing line without harm.”

B. “That's not true. Even recreational fishing lines can entangle whales, causing 
injury or stress.”

C. “Only commercial fishing lines pose a risk to whales, not the lighter gear we use.”

D. “Whales have thick skin, so fishing lines can’t injure them even if they get 
tangled.”

Thank you for keeping your eyes on the water! For more information, or to obtain your Eyes on the Water: Boating Safety Certification, please go to www.boatingwithwhales.com
