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August 18, 2026


Dear Classroom Instructor,
We’re excited to welcome your organization as a provider of the Eyes on the Water: Boating with Whales course. This program is designed to help boaters stay safe on the water while promoting responsible practices that protect whales and other marine wildlife. It was designed to be one segment of the full safe boating course curriculum, perhaps inserted alongside existing collision/allision avoidance content.   For audiences that have already taken the full safe boating curriculum without the whale safe content, the on-line or classroom materials could also serve as a stand-alone course.  Your role in delivering these important lessons is greatly appreciated.
Course Materials
The following classroom course materials are available at (www.boatingwithwhale.com under the classroom materials tab). Below is an overview of the resources provided:
Slide Presentation
This 20-minute presentation is available in both PowerPoint and Google Slides formats. To accommodate different teaching styles, we have included both editable and non-editable versions. The slide deck is accompanied by brief speaker notes to help guide the instructor.  Once you are familiar with the content, you may adapt the editable version to best suit your audience and instructional needs.  We welcome instructors to download the materials and modify them as they see fit.  We have intentionally left space on the title slide for your own organization’s logo should you wish to insert it.
One Minute Opening Video
If the instructor would like to play the one-minute opening video to the online course and is teaching in a place where WiFi service does not allow for playing it from www.boatingwithwhales.com, the video can be downloaded.  
Handouts
Participant Worksheet
· Intended to be distributed at the start of the course.
· Students complete the worksheet during the presentation, making the learning experience more interactive and reinforcing key concepts.
Knowledge Quiz
· Distribute the quiz after the course has been completed to assess student understanding.
· An answer keys are also provided.  These may be used by the instructor for grading or shared with students for self-assessment, depending on your preferred teaching approach.
Getting Started
We strongly recommend that all instructors complete the free, 20-minute Boating with Whales online course before delivering this presentation. Familiarity with the course content will help you confidently guide discussions, answer questions, and provide participants with practical information about boating safely around whales and other marine wildlife. Upon successful completion of the Eyes on the Water: Boating with Whales course, all participants will be able to download and print a Certification.
Thank you for partnering with us to help educate the boating community. By sharing these important lessons, you are helping to create safer experiences on the water while supporting the protection and conservation of marine wildlife. We appreciate your commitment to this effort.
If you need additional support, contact us at (TNC NY GENERAL MAILBOX EMAIL)


Sincerely,
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Carl LoBue
Oceans and Fisheries Director
The Nature Conservancy 
250 Lawrence Hill Road
Cold Spring Harbor NY 11724
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